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LNG INDUSTRY 

Statement by Minister for State Development, Jobs and Trade 

MR R.H. COOK (Kwinana — Minister for State Development, Jobs and Trade) [9.03 am]: It is with great 
pleasure that I stand today to note the significant contribution of the gas industry to Western Australia. Australia’s 
LNG industry began in Western Australia and the state accounted for 57 per cent of Australia’s total LNG exports. 
The additions of capacity from the Gorgon, Wheatstone and Prelude projects over the past five years has been 
a major factor in Australia overtaking Qatar to become the world’s largest LNG exporter in 2020. LNG is now 
Western Australia’s second biggest export, behind only iron ore. In 2020, the volume of the state’s LNG sales was 
over 44 million tonnes, with a value of $19.3 billion. This growth would not have been possible without good 
relationships with our key export markets. This means Western Australia has provided critical security of long-term 
supply over a number of decades and proved itself to be a reliable supplier. The participation of Japanese companies 
in the North West Shelf project, through a direct interest in the joint venture and as customers with long-term 
contracts, was key to establishing the industry in Western Australia. Investment and contracts have subsequently 
come from China, South Korea, the United States of America and other markets. The significance of establishing 
and maintaining these long-term relationships is highlighted by the fact that in 2020, Western Australia accounted 
for 28 per cent of Japan’s LNG imports and 20 per cent of China’s LNG imports. 

The LNG industry is also vitally important to the development of other industries in the state. The supply of gas 
to the WA domestic market from LNG projects, via the application of the state’s successful domestic gas policy, 
helps to ensure the state’s energy security and provides opportunities for industry development, including the 
attraction of value-adding downstream projects. The bottom line of any industry’s contribution to Western Australia 
is jobs, and the construction of LNG projects over the past decade has provided employment opportunities for 
thousands of Western Australians. I was fortunate to visit the Chevron Corporation’s Barrow Island operation 
recently to gain a better understanding of the scale and complexity of the LNG industry and the contribution it 
provides to our state. I was very impressed by the focus on environmental management, being on an A-class nature 
reserve, and the determination to find solutions to challenging problems that people in the industry encounter every 
day. The skills and experiences of those in our state’s LNG industry have the capacity to benefit and assist in many 
of the challenges other industries in our state experience. The McGowan government established the LNG Jobs 
Taskforce in 2018 to ensure that the people of Western Australia continue to realise these benefits. The task force’s 
vision is for Western Australia to be a global leader in LNG collaboration, innovation, maintenance and support, 
exporting services across Australia and internationally, and generating local jobs and business opportunities. 
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